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As you can see from the pages reproduced here from our article

originally published in January 1995 to coincide with his retirement,

John Rogers is credited as the founder of the tool and equipment

hire industry. He opened the first tool hire shop, trading as Hire

Technicians Co, on Saturday 12 March 1955.  Over the next 18

years, Hiretech, as the company became known, built up a network

of eight hire branches in the south east of England. 

In the early 1970s, John Rogers’ role in developing this industry 

was of vital importance as he was also involved with the first Hirex

exhibition, the industry’s own magazine, Hire News, and was

responsible for the formation of

Hire Association Europe, becoming

its first Chairman. In the early

1980s, Hiretech also established a

franchise DIY hire operation within

Sainsbury’s new Homebase

operations, reaching 62 outlets at

its peak.

As Hiretech continued its

pioneering journey, in June

1974, it also acquired the tooling

rights to the USA’s Clarke floor

sanders and started

manufacturing the machines it

had distributed for many years.

The company has clearly come

a long way since its first foray

into manufacturing as it has

grown its production capacity

in Watford into what is now

believed to be one of the

largest floor sanding

operations in the western

world.  

Hiretech out of hire

In the summer of 1998,

Hiretech sold its hire activity

in order to concentrate on

the manufacture and

distribution of its floor

sanders and wallpaper

strippers. Its hire depot in Bushes Arches in Watford, originally opened

by John Rogers in April 1962, was acquired by HSS, with Speedy

taking over the Luton premises and the Hemel Hempstead hire fleet

and contracts. By this time, the company was managed by Mark

Rogers, John’s son, who had taken over as Chairman and MD on his

father’s retirement. He states “our future was in manufacturing and we

needed to make a significant investment to increase our production

capacity to meet the demand for floor sanding products. High

demand helped to accelerate our business plan to dispose of our hire

operation. Its sale represented the end of an era after 43 years, but we

have continued to use our hire experience to design and produce

sanders and wallpaper strippers that hire companies want.

Hiretech reaches 50
As Hire Technicians Group Ltd celebrates its 50th anniversary, Robert Aplin updates the
pioneer’s story by charting its move out of hire into manufacturing and distribution world wide.
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